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ABSTRACT: This study aims to explore the challenges and opportunities in 

the implementation of religious moderation policies in Pontianak, Indonesia, 

in relation to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

particularly SDG 4, SDG 5, and SDG 10. This research is important for 

understanding the contribution of religious moderation in fostering an 

inclusive and peaceful society. A qualitative approach was employed through 

a case study in Pontianak, using in-depth interviews and field observations. 

Data were collected from religious figures, community leaders, and members 

of society from various religious and ethnic backgrounds, and were analysed 

thematically. The findings indicate that the main challenges include the 

politicisation of policies and conservative groups that view religious 

moderation merely as passive tolerance. Opportunities are driven by high 

acceptance among youth and academics, which strengthens social capital. A 

significant impact is found in the field of education, where initiatives for 

integrating religious moderation have reinforced tolerance and inclusivity. 

Public acceptance varies, showing critical interpretational gaps. This study 

is limited to Pontianak and may not fully represent the situation across 

Indonesia. The limitations of data and observation time also affected the 

depth of analysis. This research provides an important contribution to the 

development of more inclusive and contextual religious moderation policies 

in Indonesia, with opportunities for further research in other regions with 

different social conditions. 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi tantangan dan peluang dalam 

penerapan kebijakan moderasi beragama di Pontianak, Indonesia, terkait 

dengan pencapaian Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), khususnya SDG 

4, SDG 5, dan SDG 10. Penelitian ini penting untuk memahami kontribusi 

moderasi beragama dalam menciptakan masyarakat yang inklusif dan damai. 

Pendekatan kualitatif digunakan melalui studi kasus di Pontianak dengan 

metode wawancara mendalam dan observasi lapangan. Data dikumpulkan 

dari tokoh agama, pemimpin masyarakat, serta masyarakat dari berbagai latar 

belakang agama dan etnis, dan dianalisis secara tematik. Hasil penelitian 

menunjukkan tantangan utama meliputi politisasi kebijakan dan kelompok 

konservatif yang memandang MB hanya sebagai toleransi pasif. Peluang 

didorong oleh penerimaan tinggi dari pemuda dan akademisi, yang 

memperkuat modal sosial. Dampak signifikan terdapat di bidang pendidikan, 
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di mana inisiatif integrasi moderasi beragama memperkuat toleransi dan 

inklusivitas. Penerimaan publik bervariasi, menunjukkan kesenjangan 

interpretasi yang kritis. Penelitian ini terbatas pada Pontianak dan mungkin 

tidak sepenuhnya representatif untuk seluruh Indonesia. Keterbatasan data 

dan waktu observasi juga mempengaruhi kedalaman analisis. Penelitian ini 

memberikan kontribusi penting untuk pengembangan kebijakan moderasi 

beragama yang lebih inklusif dan kontekstual di Indonesia, dengan membuka 

peluang untuk penelitian lebih lanjut di daerah lain dengan kondisi sosial 

yang berbeda. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has become a global agenda focused on 

achieving inclusive and equitable economic, social, and environmental progress 

(Nations, 2023). In the context of Indonesia, a country known for its diversity in religion, 

culture, and ethnicity, the challenges in achieving these goals have become increasingly 

complex (Wardati et al., 2023). Indonesia holds tremendous potential for creating a 

more inclusive society; however, social tensions and conflicts between groups often 

arise, many of which are rooted in religious differences. Among the 17 SDGs, Goal 4 

(Quality Education), Goal 5 (Gender Equality), and Goal 10 (Reduced Inequality) are 

closely linked to the implementation of religious moderation policies, which play a 

crucial role in fostering a just and peaceful society. Through religious moderation, it is 
hoped that tensions between social groups can be mitigated, and interfaith relations can 

be strengthened within the context of religious pluralism (Saifuddin, 2019). 

Globally, many countries face significant challenges in creating social stability and 

harmony among religions. For instance, the 2020 Global Peace Index report reveals that 

countries with high levels of religious pluralism often experience social tensions rooted 

in religious differences. In Indonesia, despite the extraordinary potential for interfaith 

harmony, there are still significant tensions and social conflicts involving religious 

factors (Rohman, 2021). Therefore, religious moderation is a highly relevant and 

necessary approach. Religious moderation is not only about tolerance but also about 

managing differences constructively, promoting mutual respect, and preserving 

diversity. This approach is crucial for achieving the SDGs, which emphasise community 

empowerment and improving the quality of life. 

However, the implementation of religious moderation policies in Indonesia faces several 

challenges. As a concept, religious moderation is often misunderstood or accepted only 

partially by various groups (Latifa et al., 2022). Some factors that hinder the 

implementation of these policies include religious radicalisation, the politicisation of 

religion, and inequalities in resource distribution that affect interfaith relations (Sagap 

et al., 2023). Moreover, a narrow understanding of religious moderation often poses a 

barrier to broader policy implementation (Cholil, 2023). Therefore, there is a need for 

more in-depth studies to understand the challenges and opportunities in implementing 

religious moderation policies in Indonesia, adopting a more holistic and contextual 

approach, supported by concrete data. 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266


39    Al-Hayat: Journal of Islamic Education 
e-ISSN: 2599-3046 (online) | Volume 10, Issue 1, 2026 
p-ISSN: 2657-1781 (print) 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266 

The challenges in implementing religious moderation policies are not only limited to 

managing conflicts between religious groups but also involve the acceptance of these 

policies by communities, which often have varying views and understandings of religion 

and religious practices (Syawaludin & Fikri, 2024). For example, some more 

conservative groups may view these policies as a threat to their traditional values, while 

others see them as an important step toward maintaining social peace. This creates social 

dynamics that influence the extent to which the policy can be accepted and implemented 

broadly. Nonetheless, the opportunities provided by this policy are vast, particularly in 

education, women's empowerment, and reducing inequalities. For instance, through the 

application of religious moderation, education can emphasise the values of tolerance, 

empathy, and respect for differences, which, in turn, can strengthen the commitment to 

sustainable development and foster a just and peaceful society. 

This research begins with preliminary observations conducted in Pontianak, a city with 

a distinctive social and cultural background, especially in terms of religious and ethnic 

diversity. Pontianak, the capital of West Kalimantan Province, is a highly representative 

city in the context of Indonesia’s religious pluralism. Here, Muslims, Christians, 

Hindus, Buddhists, and other religious groups live together relatively harmoniously, 

although not without challenges (Safithri et al., 2022). In the initial observation, it was 

identified that the people of Pontianak tend to have a high level of tolerance towards 

religious differences, yet there are still segments of the population vulnerable to 

polarisation and potential conflict due to differing beliefs. 

The importance of religious moderation as part of government policy is strongly felt in 

Pontianak. This is reflected in the support from the Head of the West Kalimantan 

Ministry of Religious Affairs for the Ministry's religious moderation programs aimed at 

fostering a tolerant and harmonious society. Additionally, one of the Islamic universities 

in Pontianak, IAIN Pontianak, has urged its community to become moderate Muslims, 

understanding and practising religious moderation. However, the people of Pontianak 

have shown varied reactions to the religious moderation policies launched by the central 

government, both optimistic and sceptical. Some conservative groups view this policy 

as a challenge to their traditional values, while others see it as an important effort to 

maintain social peace amidst the existing diversity. On the other hand, religious 

moderation-based educational initiatives are increasingly found in schools and higher 

education institutions in Pontianak, providing an important platform for educating the 

younger generation about the importance of tolerance and respect for differences. 

This policy has also begun to attract significant attention among religious leaders and 

local community leaders. Informal meetings with several religious leaders have revealed 

diverse views regarding the implementation of this policy within their respective 

religious communities. Some religious leaders fully support the policy, while others 

believe that it should be implemented carefully to avoid offending their religious 

teachings. Additionally, issues such as social inequality, economic disparities, and 

education-related challenges, which remain prevalent in some regions, are linked to the 

implementation of religious moderation policies. 

This initial observation provides a clear understanding of the importance of this study 

to explore the challenges and opportunities, as well as to analyse how religious 

moderation policies can contribute to the achievement of sustainable development goals 

in Pontianak. The diversity in this city, in terms of religion, culture, and socio-economic 
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status, makes it a highly relevant location for this study, with the potential to provide 

broader insights into religious moderation policies across Indonesia. 

This study will focus on the challenges and opportunities faced in implementing 

religious moderation policies in the social and cultural context of multicultural 

Indonesia, with a particular emphasis on how these policies directly relate to the 

achievement of SDGs, especially SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), 

and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). The study will be limited to the concept of religious 

moderation that relates to tolerance, mutual respect, and managing religious differences 

in everyday social life. The focus of this study is on the application of policies that aim 

to create a more inclusive and just society, which can support the achievement of 

sustainable development goals. 

 

II.  METHOD 

This study adopts a qualitative approach to examine the challenges and opportunities in 

the implementation of religious moderation policies in Pontianak, Indonesia. A case 

study methodology was selected, as it is particularly effective for exploring complex 

and context-specific phenomena in multicultural and religiously diverse settings. The 

focus of this research is on understanding how religious moderation policies are 

perceived and implemented in Pontianak, with particular attention to their alignment 

with the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially SDG 4 

(Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequality). 

To gather data, this study employed two primary methods: in-depth interviews and field 

observations. In-depth interviews were conducted with key informants, including 

religious leaders, community leaders, educators, and local government officials. These 

individuals were chosen due to their influential roles in shaping or being affected by 

religious moderation policies in Pontianak. The aim of these interviews was to capture 

their perspectives on the implementation of these policies, exploring both the challenges 

they face and the opportunities they perceive for promoting interfaith harmony and 

social inclusion. 

Field observations complemented the interviews by providing insights into the everyday 

practice of religious moderation in the community. Observations were conducted at 

various sites in Pontianak, such as religious institutions, schools, and community 

centres. This allowed for a direct understanding of how religious moderation is reflected 

in social interactions and in the implementation of educational and community-based 

programs that promote tolerance and inclusivity. 

The data collected from both interviews and field observations were analysed using 

thematic analysis, following the guidelines outlined by Braun & Clarke (2006). 

Thematic analysis is particularly suited for identifying, analysing, and reporting patterns 

or themes within qualitative data. The first step in the analysis involved transcribing the 

interview data and familiarising myself with the content. Key points and recurring 

themes were identified, allowing for the development of a coding framework. This 

framework was informed by the research questions and issues that emerged during the 

data collection process. 

The next stage involved applying the coding framework to the data, with each 

significant statement, action, or interaction related to the implementation of religious 

moderation being coded. These codes were then grouped into broader themes that 
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reflected the key challenges and opportunities associated with the implementation of 

religious moderation policies. Themes such as religious tolerance, community 

integration, education, gender equality, and social inequality were identified as central 

to understanding the role of religious moderation in achieving the SDGs. 

Finally, the themes were interpreted within the context of the SDGs, particularly 

focusing on their implications for fostering a more inclusive and peaceful society 

through religious moderation. The findings were compared with existing literature on 

religious moderation and SDG implementation to situate this study within broader 

academic discussions. 

Pontianak, as the capital of West Kalimantan, was chosen as the research site due to its 

religious and ethnic diversity. The city is home to a range of religious communities, 

including Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, and others, making it an ideal 

setting to examine the dynamics of religious moderation. This diversity provides a rich 

context for understanding how religious moderation policies are implemented and how 

they can contribute to achieving social harmony and the SDGs. 

While the findings of this study provide valuable insights, they are specific to Pontianak 

and may not fully represent other regions of Indonesia, which have different religious 

and cultural contexts. The study is also limited by the scope of data collection, which 

was conducted within a relatively short time frame, influencing the depth of the analysis. 

Ethically, the study adhered to established guidelines for qualitative research. Informed 

consent was obtained from all participants, ensuring they understood the study's purpose 

and their right to confidentiality. Participants were assured that their responses would 

be kept confidential and used solely for research purposes. 

 

III.  RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Challenges Faced in Implementing Religious Moderation Policies 

The implementation of religious moderation policies in Pontianak, a city with a dynamic 

multi-religious community, faces various complex challenges that require in-depth 

analysis. Issues such as misinformation, deep-rooted prejudices, and the potential for 

political manipulation often cloud the atmosphere, hindering constructive dialogue 

between religious communities (Simarmata et al., 2024). Additionally, instilling an 

inclusive and tolerant understanding of religion is crucial in addressing the challenges 

of harmony in urban areas with high levels of diversity (Munawiroh et al., 2025). 

Although acceptance of religious and cultural diversity is high, this does not always 

correlate with a lower potential for conflict, indicating the need for more focused 

moderation strategies (Mazya et al., 2024). 

The religious moderation approach in Islam, known as wasathiyah, emphasises the 

principles of justice, balance, and tolerance, offering a strong theological foundation for 

strengthening unity and preventing radicalism in a diverse society (Rahmadani et al., 

2025). However, challenges in implementing religious moderation in Indonesia, 

including Pontianak, often arise from a lack of comprehensive understanding and 

diverse interpretations of the concept of moderation itself, which requires a holistic and 

inclusive approach in practising religious teachings (Saumantri & Hajam, 2023; Walad 

et al., 2024). The absence of a consensus on the definition and interpretation of religious 

moderation, coupled with different backgrounds and experiences, can trigger doubts and 
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misunderstandings among the community, especially for those who are new to adapting 

to a new religious identity (Zakiyah et al., 2023). 

This challenge is exacerbated by the implementation of hierarchical policies and a lack 

of clarity in understanding among the public, which has the potential to lead to labelling 

and obscure the essence of religious moderation itself (Jati & Bachtiar, 2024). 

Therefore, systematic efforts are needed to socialise and internalise the values of 

religious moderation evenly, avoiding ambiguities in interpretation that can hinder 

program implementation (Ikhwan et al., 2023; Wiguna & Andari, 2023). Strengthening 

the capacity of educational actors and community leaders is essential to effectively 

campaign for the values of moderation, fostering a character that is accommodating to 

the existence of different groups. 

This campaign for religious moderation aims to respond to various acts of intolerance 

between religious communities that often occur in Indonesia. The spread of extremism 

among high school and university students highlights the urgency of disseminating the 

values of religious moderation as a strategic step toward creating a more inclusive and 

harmonious Indonesia (Arimatea & Sukarna, 2024; Zakiyah et al., 2023). However, 

challenges in accepting the concept of religious moderation itself persist, where some 

people misinterpret it as a mixing of religious rituals or consider it leading to liberalism, 

thus causing reluctance to accept this government initiative. This requires the 

government and stakeholders to formulate more effective communication strategies, 

emphasising that religious moderation is a middle ground to overcome conflict and 

extremism in religious practice, not an attempt at syncretism (Farida & Sukraini, 2021). 

Efforts to implement religious moderation as a national program by the Ministry of 

Religious Affairs have even been realised through the establishment of Religious 

Moderation Houses in various State Islamic Religious Universities (Afwadzi, 2023). 

This step aims to strengthen the role of higher education institutions in socialising and 

internalising the values of religious moderation among the academic community and 

the wider public (al-Fikri et al., 2020). However, significant challenges arise in 

transforming the concept of religious moderation from the policy level to actual practice 

on the ground, especially in the context of education, which is often still stuck in a 

conceptual approach rather than contextual implementation (Chotimah et al., 2025). 

This highlights the need to develop innovative and relevant pedagogical strategies that 

can effectively translate the principles of religious moderation into the curriculum and 

extracurricular activities, thereby shaping students' characters to be tolerant and 

respectful of diversity (Albana, 2023). 

In addition, it is important to involve local communities and religious organisations in 

the formulation and implementation of religious moderation programs to ensure they 

are relevant to the specific needs of Pontianak's diverse society (Kaur & Puspitasari, 

2024). Research has shown that religious moderation can serve as a unifying force for 

the nation, overcoming ideologies that spread conflict (Anzaikhan et al., 2023). His 

concept encompasses views, attitudes, and behaviours that align with inter- and intra-

religious tolerance, as well as maintaining the unity of the Republic of Indonesia 

(Damopolii et al., 2024). The application of religious moderation is not only a campaign 

for the public sphere but is also crucial in educational institutions, especially to 

overcome intolerant attitudes and realise multicultural education. Therefore, it is 

necessary to systematically integrate religious moderation into formal and non-formal 
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education curricula, given its crucial role in shaping inclusive attitudes among students 

(Lie, 2024; Wahid, 2024). 

Educational institutions, including universities, play an important role in spreading the 

values of religious moderation through curricula and religious activities, forming a 

balanced theoretical, practical, and ideological understanding (Nasir & Rijal, 2021). 

Various Islamic universities in Indonesia have implemented policies that integrate 

religious moderation through socialisation, lecturer training, and making religious 

moderation material a criterion for student entrance tests and a theme for Real Work 

Lectures (Aslati et al., 2022). However, this integration is often sporadic and has not 

become an integral part of all academic aspects. Hence, its effectiveness in shaping the 

moderate character of students still requires further evaluation (Mukhibat et al., 2024). 

Studies show that the implementation of religious moderation at various levels of 

educational institutions has been carried out, although these efforts have not yet been 

explicitly realised in shaping the character of religious moderation in students (Mahpur 

et al., 2023). 

These obstacles are often caused by complex regulations, resistance from local 

communities, and a lack of support from local governments, all of which hinder the 

practice of religious freedom and social justice (Girivirya, 2023; Muchtar et al., 2022). 

The importance of multi-sectoral support, including from local governments, 

educational institutions, and community leaders, is crucial in overcoming this resistance 

and ensuring the successful implementation of religious moderation policies in 

Pontianak (Al Qolbi, 2019). Additionally, the concept of religious tolerance, which is 

one of the indicators of religious moderation, is often misinterpreted as an attitude that 

goes beyond the limits of specific religious laws, thereby triggering rejection among 

conservative groups (Putri & Witro, 2022). The implication of this rejection is the 

emergence of challenges in harmonising the interpretation of religious moderation with 

a rigid doctrinal framework, which ultimately complicates efforts to achieve consensus 

in a pluralistic society such as Pontianak.  

The implementation of religious moderation policies in Pontianak faces various 

challenges that affect its effectiveness in creating an inclusive and harmonious society. 

Despite a high level of awareness of the importance of religious moderation, various 

obstacles such as religious radicalisation, social inequality, and differences in 

understanding remain significant barriers. Therefore, a more comprehensive and 

systematic approach to socialising and internalising the values of religious moderation 

is urgently needed. 

Moreover, it is important to develop more effective communication strategies, avoid 

misunderstandings about the concept of moderation, and strengthen the capacity of 

educational actors and community leaders. The success of this policy's implementation 

depends not only on government policy but also on the active involvement of the 

community, educational institutions, and religious organisations that have a strategic 

role in creating a tolerant and inclusive society. 

Therefore, to overcome these challenges, collaboration between the government, 

educational institutions, and the community is needed to create religious moderation 

policies that are contextual and relevant to the needs of the Pontianak community. Only 

with an inclusive, integrated, and adaptive approach can religious moderation make a 

significant contribution to creating social harmony and supporting the achievement of 

sustainable development goals in Indonesia, especially in Pontianak. 
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Opportunities to Leverage Religious Moderation Policies 

The implementation of religious moderation policies in Pontianak holds significant 

potential to foster social harmony and support the achievement of sustainable 

development goals. One of the main opportunities lies in the integration of religious 

moderation into education, which can provide a solid foundation for building a cohesive 

society that is adaptable to the dynamics of globalisation. This approach integrates 

values of tolerance, national commitment, anti-violence, and accommodation of local 

cultures, all of which are crucial for inclusive development amidst Pontianak's diverse 

society (Ikhwan et al., 2023; Rahmadani et al., 2025). 

Religious moderation not only plays a role in maintaining harmony among religious 

communities, but it also contributes to the development of a more cohesive society, 

overcoming polarisation and reducing radicalisation. This is increasingly relevant in 

Pontianak, a city characterised by cultural interactions and language crossovers, as well 

as the role of education in shaping the region's new identity (Ruslan, 2024). The 

implementation of religious moderation within the education curriculum, especially in 

Islamic education, can be a strategic step in raising students' awareness about the 

dangers of intolerance and extremism, while also strengthening the profile of Pancasila-

based students (Azis, 2024). 

Moreover, a holistic approach and collaborative learning that emphasises contextual 

problem-solving will shape students' characters to be wise, critical, and creative. This 

character development aligns with the internalisation of religious moderation within 

education, which is relevant to both religious and Pancasila values. It helps create 

individuals who are not only tolerant but also committed to national values and respect 

differences (Bahar, 2022; Ramadhani & Setyoningrum, 2023). 

Religious moderation education also has the potential to create an inclusive learning 

environment, where interfaith dialogue is encouraged, and the importance of tolerance 

is emphasised. Religious moderation education, particularly in the context of Islamic 

religious education, plays a key role in realising multicultural education that prioritises 

tolerance and good character (Wahid, 2024). It also serves as an effective means of 

combating extremism through inclusive Islamic education, teaching the importance of 

recognising others, tolerance, and respect for differences without coercion (Muchtar et 

al., 2022). 

Furthermore, integrating religious moderation education in educational institutions, 

such as Islamic boarding schools, offers significant opportunities to implement more 

inclusive educational practices. Interfaith dialogue programs and discussions about 

religious diversity in these institutions can foster a more balanced approach to tolerance 

and reduce intolerance (Thoyib et al., 2024). A pluralistic approach to religion in 

education is an important strategy for strengthening interfaith harmony and building a 

more inclusive and harmonious society (Walad et al., 2024). 

Religious moderation education not only shapes students' characters to be tolerant and 

respectful of diversity but also instils a commitment to Pancasila ideology and rejects 

the use of violence in religious conflicts. As demonstrated by the views of new religious 

adherents on religious moderation (Zakiyah et al., 2023), this education has the potential 

to produce individuals who are committed to national values and who introduce a 

moderate, tolerant, and friendly Islam (Al Qolbi, 2019). 
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Additionally, the development of an inclusive curriculum at Islamic boarding schools 

can serve as an effective model for instilling an understanding of nationality, tolerance, 

anti-violence, and accommodation of local cultures (Suwendi et al., 2023). This 

curriculum is a relevant means of shaping a generation that is ready to actively 

contribute to creating an inclusive and tolerant society that respects religious and 

cultural diversity (Nasir & Rijal, 2021). 

In addition to formal education, it is also important to involve community service 

programs that engage students in promoting the values of religious moderation to the 

broader public. This approach can strengthen an inclusive and harmonious religious 

ecosystem in the Pontianak community (Sudiono & Madkur, 2019). 

By leveraging these opportunities, religious moderation education can be a strategic step 

in creating a more inclusive and equitable society, as well as supporting the achievement 

of SDGs in Pontianak and Indonesia as a whole. 

The Policy of Religious Moderation Has Been Accepted by Communities from 

Various Religious Backgrounds 

Pontianak, as a city characterised by religious and ethnic diversity, faces unique 

challenges in implementing religious moderation policies. However, these policies have 

significant potential to foster a harmonious, inclusive, and prosperous society. In this 

context, religious moderation can play a crucial role in supporting the achievement of 

three key SDGs: Quality Education (Goal 4), Gender Equality (Goal 5), and Reduced 

Inequalities (Goal 10). By promoting tolerance, mutual respect, and effective 

management of differences, religious moderation policies provide a solid foundation for 

realising these goals, particularly in a diverse society such as that of Pontianak. 

The implementation of religious moderation in Pontianak can be analysed through a 

framework that includes commitment to nationality, tolerance, anti-violence, and 

accommodation of local culture, which are aligned with the principles essential to the 

multi-religious context of the city. The concept of religious moderation is rooted in the 

principles of justice, balance, and tolerance, primarily derived from Islamic teachings, 

particularly the principle of wasathiyah (Rahmadani et al., 2025). 

1. Impact on Quality Education (SDG 4) 

Quality education is one of the main pillars of sustainable development, and religious 

moderation policies can make a significant contribution to realising inclusive and 

quality education in Pontianak. By integrating the values of religious moderation into 

educational curricula at all levels—from elementary to higher education—a generation 

can be formed that is tolerant, open-minded, and respectful of religious and cultural 

diversity. This approach goes beyond merely teaching theories about tolerance and 

moderation; it also emphasises the practical application of peaceful coexistence in 

diversity. 

Inclusive religious education through the value of moderation equips students with the 

ability to understand, respect, and accept differences in belief. Thus, quality education 

does not only encompass academic aspects, but also focuses on character-building, 

grounded in a deep understanding of the importance of harmony and mutual respect. 

Through teachings that highlight balance, inclusiveness, and tolerance, Islamic 

educational institutions can shape moderate religious behaviours that positively 

influence society (Al Qolbi, 2019). 
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2. Impact on Gender Equality (SDG 5) 

Religious moderation policies also play a pivotal role in advancing gender equality. 

Inclusive religious moderation is not just about fostering interfaith relations but also 

about empowering women and recognising their rights. In many societies, including 

Indonesia, conservative and exclusive religious interpretations often restrict women's 

roles in social, political, and economic spheres. Religious moderation offers an avenue 

to deconstruct these patriarchal views that are often justified using religious arguments. 

By emphasising the values of justice, balance, and managing differences, religious 

moderation can alter social narratives that confine women's roles, particularly in 

patriarchal cultures like those in Pontianak. The integration of religious moderation into 

education and interfaith dialogue can broaden the understanding of gender equality, 

which will reduce gender inequality and strengthen women's empowerment. Increased 

understanding of gender equality within the framework of religious moderation allows 

women to play a more active role in education, the economy, and politics, in line with 

SDG 5. 

Religious moderation offers a space to challenge the gendered roles prescribed by some 
interpretations of religion, fostering a society where women are empowered to 

contribute to every aspect of social life. The transformation of gender relations through 

religious moderation in education can lead to significant changes in societal attitudes 

towards women’s rights and their active participation in public life (Azis, 2024). 

3. Impact on Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10) 

The principles of balance and justice promoted by religious moderation, such as 

tawasuth, tawazun, and tasamuh, can also serve as the basis for more inclusive and 

equitable policies in the distribution of resources. These principles are particularly 

relevant in addressing social and economic inequality, a persistent issue in Pontianak, 

despite its reputation for high interreligious tolerance. 

The main challenge lies in how religious moderation policies can support efforts to 

reduce inequality, particularly among marginalised religious and ethnic groups. 

Religious moderation can reduce inequality by shifting social paradigms that have long 

viewed certain groups as inferior. In Pontianak, education based on religious moderation 

can instil values of social justice and recognition of the rights of every individual, 

regardless of their religious background or economic status, thus aligning with 

sustainable development goals that emphasise gender inclusion and women's 

empowerment. 

Furthermore, religious moderation helps break down the social barriers separating 

religious and ethnic groups, which often contribute to social inequality. By facilitating 

constructive interfaith dialogue, these policies open opportunities for marginalised 

groups to gain better access to education, health services, and employment 

opportunities, thus helping to reduce existing disparities. Moderate and inclusive 

religious education, as emphasised in Islamic teachings, is crucial in eradicating 

extremism and promoting values such as tawazun, i'tidal, and tasamuh (Muchtar et al., 

2022). These principles emphasise fairness, balance, and tolerance towards differences, 

which contribute to reducing social tensions and creating a more inclusive society. 

Thus, religious moderation policies in Pontianak can encourage more equitable 

distribution of opportunities and resources—key factors in achieving SDGs related to 
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poverty reduction and inequality (Zakiyah et al., 2023). By fostering an environment 

where diversity is seen as a strength, religious moderation supports efforts to reduce 

inequality and contributes to building a more just and equitable society. 

Despite the potential benefits, the implementation of religious moderation policies faces 

several challenges. One of the key obstacles is the persistence of narrow religious views 

held by some groups, which can hinder the creation of an inclusive society. 

Additionally, high levels of economic inequality in specific segments of society can 

exacerbate existing social disparities, making it harder to achieve the goals of religious 

moderation. 

To overcome these challenges, a comprehensive approach is necessary. This includes 

not only government action but also the active involvement of educational institutions, 

community leaders, and religious organisations. By strengthening collaborative efforts, 

promoting more inclusive curricula, and engaging in interfaith dialogue, religious 

moderation can help bridge divides and contribute to a more peaceful and equitable 

society in Pontianak. 

The implementation of religious moderation policies in Pontianak has profound 

implications for quality education, gender equality, and reducing inequalities in the city. 

By integrating these values into education and community engagement, Pontianak can 

foster a society that is more tolerant, inclusive, and respectful of diversity. However, the 

success of these policies will depend on continuous efforts to educate, engage, and 

collaborate across all sectors of society. Only through a sustained and inclusive 

approach can religious moderation contribute meaningfully to the achievement of the 

SDGs in Pontianak and Indonesia as a whole. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The implementation of the Religious Moderation (RM) policy in Pontianak 

demonstrates significant positive impacts on education, gender equality, and social 

cohesion. The integration of tolerance and respect for diversity into educational 

curricula fosters a more inclusive learning environment, reduces the risk of faith-based 

conflict, and supports students’ academic and social development. In addition, RM 

promotes gender justice by embedding values of non-discrimination and balance, 

thereby expanding women’s access to education, employment, and political 

participation while gradually challenging traditional gender constraints. Furthermore, 

RM contributes to reducing social and economic inequalities by mitigating ethnic and 

religious discrimination and promoting dialogue, tolerance, and social solidarity. These 

principles enable more equitable access to public resources and economic opportunities 

for marginalised groups, aligning with SDG 10 on reducing inequality. Despite these 

achievements, challenges such as ideological resistance and persistent economic 

disparities remain, highlighting the need for sustained cross-sectoral collaboration and 

continuous monitoring. Overall, RM in Pontianak represents an effective model of 

evidence-based policy that supports inclusive and sustainable development. 

 

V.   ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I want to express my sincere gratitude to all the informants who generously shared their 

time, insights, and experiences, making this research possible. I am also profoundly 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266


Exploring the Challenges and Opportunities of Religious Moderation Policies... – Helva Zurayah, et al.  48 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266 

thankful to the Institute for Research and Community Service (Lembaga Penelitian dan 

Pengabdian kepada Masyarakat/LP2M) of IAIN Pontianak for their invaluable support 

in facilitating the research process and providing the necessary resources. Their 

guidance and assistance were crucial in ensuring the smooth execution of this study. 

Without the collaboration of these individuals and institutions, this research would not 

have been successful. 

 

VI. REFERENCES 

[1] Afwadzi, B. (2023). Resepsi atas Islam Moderat: Antara Kritik dan Sikap yang 

Representatif. Nuansa: Jurnal Penelitian Ilmu Sosial Dan Keagamaan Islam, 

19(2), 182–208. https://doi.org/10.19105/nuansa.v19i2.6687 

[2] al-Fikri, M., Sudrajat, T., & Cahyati, W. (2020). The Role of Higher Education in 

the Religion of the Religious Moderation Program: Proceedings of the Brawijaya 

International Conference on Multidisciplinary Sciences and Technology (BICMST 

2020). Brawijaya International Conference on Multidisciplinary Sciences and 

Technology (BICMST 2020), Malang, Indonesia. 

https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.201021.061 

[3] Al Qolbi, L. F. (2019). The Role of Education of Islamic Education Institutions on 

Religious Moderation in The Community of Perbutulan Village, Sub-District, 

Sumber, Cirebon District. Devotion : Journal of Research and Community Service, 

1(1), 39–50. https://doi.org/10.36418/dev.v1i1.60 

[4] Albana, H. (2023). Implementasi Pendidikan Moderasi Beragama di Sekolah 

Menengah Atas. Jurnal SMART (Studi Masyarakat, Religi, Dan Tradisi), 9(1), 49–

64. https://doi.org/10.18784/smart.v9i1.1849 

[5] Anzaikhan, M., Idani, F., & Muliani, M. (2023). Moderasi Beragama sebagai 

Pemersatu Bangsa serta Perannya dalam Perguruan Tinggi. Abrahamic Religions: 

Jurnal Studi Agama-Agama, 3(1), 17. https://doi.org/10.22373/arj.v3i1.16088 

[6] Arimatea, Y., & Sukarna, T. (2024). Realising Social Harmony Through Religious 

Moderation in Indonesia’s Multicultural Era. International Journal of Christian 

Education and Philosophical Inquiry, 2(2), 33–39. 

https://doi.org/10.61132/ijcep.v2i2.310 

[7] Aslati, A., Saputra, E., Masduki, M., Triantoro, D. A., & Silawati, S. (2022). 

Da’wah and Strengthening the Understanding of Religious Moderation at Islamic 

Universities. Jurnal Dakwah Risalah, 33(2), 153. 

https://doi.org/10.24014/jdr.v33i2.20521 

[8] Azis, A. A. (2024). Integrasi Moderasi Beragama Pada Pengembangan Kurikulum 

Merdeka Belajar Pendidikan Agama Islam Dalam Membentuk Penguatan Profil 

Pelajar Pancasila. Tadbir Muwahhid, 8(2), 323–353. 

https://doi.org/10.30997/jtm.v8i2.15809 

[9] Bahar, M. (2022). Internalisasi Moderasi Beragama Perspektif Islam dalam Dunia 

Pendidikan: Sebuah Analisis Relevansi Pendidikan dengan Pembangunan Karakter 

Beragama Peserta Didik. Ijd-Demos, 4(2). https://doi.org/10.37950/ijd.v4i2.279 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266
https://doi.org/10.19105/nuansa.v19i2.6687
https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.201021.061
https://doi.org/10.36418/dev.v1i1.60
https://doi.org/10.18784/smart.v9i1.1849
https://doi.org/10.22373/arj.v3i1.16088
https://doi.org/10.61132/ijcep.v2i2.310
https://doi.org/10.24014/jdr.v33i2.20521
https://doi.org/10.30997/jtm.v8i2.15809
https://doi.org/10.37950/ijd.v4i2.279


49    Al-Hayat: Journal of Islamic Education 
e-ISSN: 2599-3046 (online) | Volume 10, Issue 1, 2026 
p-ISSN: 2657-1781 (print) 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266 

[10] Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative 

Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77–101. 

https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa 

[11] Cholil, S. (2023). Freedom of Religion amid Polarization and Religious Moderation 

Policy. Interreligious Studies and Intercultural Theology, 6(2), 196–204. 

https://doi.org/10.1558/isit.24603 

[12] Chotimah, C., Qudsy, S. Z., & Yusuf, M. (2025). Superficial implementation of 

religious moderation in Islamic educational management. Cogent Education, 12(1), 

2442235. https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2024.2442235 

[13] Damopolii, M., Umar, M. S., Burga, M. A., & Awal, Muh. I. (2024). Religious 

Moderation: A Systematic Literature Review. Muaddib : Studi Kependidikan Dan 

Keislaman, 14(2), 90–105. https://doi.org/10.24269/muaddib.v14i2.9413 

[14] Farida, M., & Sukraini, N. (2021). Embedding Religious Moderation Values 

through Communication Activities in English Language Teaching. Enlit Journal, 

1(2), 129–138. https://doi.org/10.33654/enlit.v1i2.1392 

[15] Girivirya, S. (2023). The Model of Inter-Religious Education in the Perspective of 

Moderation of Religion: A Case Study at the University of Defense. International 

Journal of Science and Society, 5(2), 1–9. https://doi.org/10.54783/ijsoc.v5i2.666 

[16] Ikhwan, M., Azhar, Wahyudi, D., & Alfiyanto, A. (2023). Peran Pendidikan Agama 

Islam dalam Memperkuat Moderasi Beragama di Indonesia. Realita: Jurnal 

Penelitian Dan Kebudayaan Islam, 21(1), 1–15. 

https://doi.org/10.30762/realita.v21i1.148 

[17] Jati, W., & Bachtiar, H. (2024). Redefining Religious Moderation Education for 

Urban Muslim Youth. Edukasi: Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan Agama Dan 

Keagamaan, 22(1), 153–166. https://doi.org/10.32729/edukasi.v22i1.1832 

[18] Kaur, K. N., & Puspitasari, M. (2024). Religious Moderation in Indonesia: 

Implementation by National Christian Institution to Strengthen National Resilience. 

Technium Social Sciences Journal, 53, 355–364. 

https://doi.org/10.47577/tssj.v53i1.10385 

[19] Latifa, R., Fahri, M., & Mahida, N. F. (2022). Religious Moderation Attitude: 

Development Scale. Journal An-Nafs: Kajian Penelitian Psikologi, 7(2), 135–152. 

https://doi.org/10.33367/psi.v7i2.2298 

[20] Lie, R. (2024). Peran Guru Agama dalam Membangun Moderasi Beragama di 

Sekolah Negeri dan Swasta Bogor. Proceeding National Conference of Christian 

Education and Theology, 2(1), 62–71. https://doi.org/10.46445/nccet.v2i1.849 

[21] Mahpur, M., Rosdiana, A. M., Wafa, I. A., Jamilah, J., & Pramitha, D. (2023). 

Perception and Role of Lecturers’ Practical Wisdom in the Initial Implementation 

of Religious Moderation for General Courses. Psikis : Jurnal Psikologi Islami, 9(2), 

351–367. https://doi.org/10.19109/psikis.v9i2.18767 

[22] Mazya, T. M., Ridho, K., & Irfani, A. (2024). Religious and Cultural Diversity in 

Indonesia: Dynamics of Acceptance and Conflict in a Multidimensional 

Perspective. International Journal of Current Science Research and Review, 7(7). 

https://doi.org/10.47191/ijcsrr/V7-i7-32 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa
https://doi.org/10.1558/isit.24603
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2024.2442235
https://doi.org/10.24269/muaddib.v14i2.9413
https://doi.org/10.33654/enlit.v1i2.1392
https://doi.org/10.54783/ijsoc.v5i2.666
https://doi.org/10.30762/realita.v21i1.148
https://doi.org/10.32729/edukasi.v22i1.1832
https://doi.org/10.47577/tssj.v53i1.10385
https://doi.org/10.33367/psi.v7i2.2298
https://doi.org/10.46445/nccet.v2i1.849
https://doi.org/10.19109/psikis.v9i2.18767
https://doi.org/10.47191/ijcsrr/V7-i7-32


Exploring the Challenges and Opportunities of Religious Moderation Policies... – Helva Zurayah, et al.  50 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266 

[23] Muchtar, C., Dwi Noviani, Mardeli, Mutiara, & Manna Dey. (2022). Religious 

Moderation in the Framework of Life. International Journal of Islamic Education, 

Research and Multiculturalism (IJIERM), 4(2), 135–149. 

https://doi.org/10.47006/ijierm.v4i2.142 

[24] Mukhibat, M., Effendi, M., Setyawan, W. H., & Sutoyo, M. (2024). Development 

and evaluation of religious moderation education curriculum at higher education in 

Indonesia. Cogent Education, 11(1), 2302308. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2024.2302308 

[25] Munawiroh, M., Sururin, S., Suharsongko, E., Rogayah, N., & Farida, I. (2025). 

Pengembangan Moderasi Beragama Pada Majelis Taklim Dalam Membangun 

Harmoni Keberagaman di Kota Tangerang Selatan. Jurnal Sosial Teknologi, 5(9), 

3734–3747. https://doi.org/10.59188/jurnalsostech.v5i9.32407 

[26] Nasir, M., & Rijal, M. K. (2021). Keeping the middle path: Mainstreaming religious 

moderation through Islamic higher education institutions in Indonesia. Indonesian 

Journal of Islam and Muslim Societies, 11(2), 213–241. 

https://doi.org/10.18326/ijims.v11i2.213-241 

[27] Putri, L. A., & Witro, D. (2022). Konsep Integrasi Tasamuh Qur’ani dalam 

Pendidikan Moderasi Beragama. Jurnal Analisa Pemikiran Insaan Cendikia, 5(2), 

1–11. https://doi.org/10.54583/apic.vol5.no2.97 

[28] Rahmadani, Pangulu Abdul Karim, Aulia Rahmah Puteri, & Febrina Asmiralda. 

(2025). Moderasi Beragama: Konsep Membangun Harmoni di Tengah 

Keberagaman Masyarakat. Mesada: Journal of Innovative Research, 1(2), 66–75. 

https://doi.org/10.61253/he0bce76 

[29] Ramadhani, A., & Setyoningrum, M. U. (2023). Penguatan Nilai Moderasi 

Beragama Melalui Pendidikan Agama Islam di Sma Negeri 7 Samarinda. At-

Ta’dib: Jurnal Ilmiah Prodi Pendidikan Agama Islam, 76–89. 

https://doi.org/10.47498/tadib.v15i1.1802 

[30] Rohman, D. A. (2021). Moderasi Beragama dalam Bingkai Keislaman di 

Indonesia. Lekkas. 

[31] Ruslan, I. (2024). Social Impact of Islamic Education in the Development of 

Modern Society. Al-Hayat: Journal of Islamic Education, 8(1), 157. 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v8i1.383 

[32] Safithri, A., Kawakib, & Ash Shiddiqi, H. (2022). Implementasi Nilai-Nilai 

Moderasi dan Toleransi Antar Umat Beragama dalam Menciptakan Kerukunan 

Masyarakat di Kota Pontianak Kalimantan Barat. Al Fuadiy : Jurnal Hukum 

Keluarga Islam, 4(1), 13–26. https://doi.org/10.55606/af.v4i1.7 

[33] Sagap, S., Rafii, M., & Arfan, A. (2023). Policies and Practices of Religious 

Moderation in Jambi City Islamic Universities. Edukasia: Jurnal Penelitian 

Pendidikan Islam, 18(2), 313–370. https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=74074947 

[34] Saifuddin, L. H. (2019). Moderasi Beragama. Badan Litbang dan Diklat 

Kementerian Agama RI. 

[35] Saumantri, T., & Hajam, H. (2023). Urgensi Metodologi Studi Islam Interdisipliner 

Untuk Moderasi Islam. An-Nawa : Jurnal Studi Islam, 5(1), 1–18. 

https://doi.org/10.37758/annawa.v4i1.579 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266
https://doi.org/10.47006/ijierm.v4i2.142
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2024.2302308
https://doi.org/10.59188/jurnalsostech.v5i9.32407
https://doi.org/10.18326/ijims.v11i2.213-241
https://doi.org/10.54583/apic.vol5.no2.97
https://doi.org/10.61253/he0bce76
https://doi.org/10.47498/tadib.v15i1.1802
https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v8i1.383
https://doi.org/10.55606/af.v4i1.7
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=74074947
https://doi.org/10.37758/annawa.v4i1.579


51    Al-Hayat: Journal of Islamic Education 
e-ISSN: 2599-3046 (online) | Volume 10, Issue 1, 2026 
p-ISSN: 2657-1781 (print) 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266 

[36] Simarmata, M. J. S., Rizaldy, F. R., Sihombing, L. Y. L., & Amiruddin, M. (2024). 

Strategi Lobi dan Negosiasi dalam Penyelesaian Konflik Sosial: Studi Kasus 

Penolakan Pembangunan Gereja HKBP di Cilegon, Indonesia. Indonesian Culture 

and Religion Issues, 1(2), 12. https://doi.org/10.47134/diksima.v1i2.18 

[37] Sudiono, T., & Madkur, A. (2019). Being Moderate Muslims in Non-Muslim 

Community: An Inter-Religious Dialogue in Christian Educational Institution. 

Tarbawiyah : Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan, 3(1), 1–16. 

https://doi.org/10.32332/tarbawiyah.v3i1.1446 

[38] Suwendi, Muttaqin, I., Shobikah, N., & Faisal, M. (2023). Strengthening Religious 

Moderation as Effort to Prevent Extremism in Education Institution. Journal of 

Namibian Studies, 34, 3810–3824. 

https://repository.uinjkt.ac.id/dspace/bitstream/123456789/71905/1/Artikel.pdf 

[39] Syawaludin, M., & Fikri, Muh. S. (2024). The Socio-Cultural Roots of Religious 

Moderation in Indonesia: A Case Study of Palembang and Lampung, Southern 

Sumatra. Evolutionary Studies in Imaginative Culture, 14–30. 

https://doi.org/10.70082/esiculture.vi.668 

[40] Thoyib, M. E., Degaf, A., Fatah, A. A., & Huda, M. H. (2024). Religious Tolerance 

among Indonesian Islamic University Students: The Pesantren Connection. Journal 

of Al-Tamaddun, 19(2), 239–250. https://doi.org/10.22452/JAT.vol19no2.16 

[41] Wahid, A. (2024). Moderasi Beragama dalam Perspektif Pendidikan Agama Islam: 

Implementasi dalam Pendidikan Multikultural di Indonesia. Scholars, 2(1), 29–36. 

https://doi.org/10.31959/js.v2i1.2367 

[42] Walad, M., Dewi, N. W. R., Windayani, N. L. I., Mudana, I. W., & Lasmawan, I. 

W. (2024). Pendekatan Pluralisme Agama dalam Pendidikan di Indonesia: 

Tantangan dan Strategi Implementasi. Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Citra Bakti, 11(3), 

871–886. https://doi.org/10.38048/jipcb.v11i3.3749 

[43] Wardati, L., Margolang, D., & Sitorus, S. (2023). Pembelajaran Agama Islam 

Berbasis Moderasi Beragama: Analisis Kebijakan, Implementasi dan Hambatan. 

Fitrah: Journal of Islamic Education, 4(1), 175–187. 

https://doi.org/10.53802/fitrah.v4i1.196 

[44] Wiguna, I. B. A. A., & Andari, I. A. M. Y. (2023). Moderasi Beragama Solusi 

Hidup Rukun di Indonesia. Widya Sandhi Jurnal Kajian Agama Sosial Dan 

Budaya, 14(1), 40–54. https://doi.org/10.53977/ws.v14i1.949 

[45] Zakiyah, E., Solichah, N., Shofiah, N., Fattah, A., & Wafa, I. A. (2023). The 

Perception of Muslim Converts on Religious Moderation and the Importance of 

Tolerance: A Study at the Mualaf Center Malang, Indonesia. Progresiva : Jurnal 

Pemikiran Dan Pendidikan Islam, 12(02), 179–192. 

https://doi.org/10.22219/progresiva.v12i02.29199 

 

https://doi.org/10.35723/ajie.v10i1.266
https://doi.org/10.47134/diksima.v1i2.18
https://doi.org/10.32332/tarbawiyah.v3i1.1446
https://repository.uinjkt.ac.id/dspace/bitstream/123456789/71905/1/Artikel.pdf
https://doi.org/10.70082/esiculture.vi.668
https://doi.org/10.22452/JAT.vol19no2.16
https://doi.org/10.31959/js.v2i1.2367
https://doi.org/10.38048/jipcb.v11i3.3749
https://doi.org/10.53802/fitrah.v4i1.196
https://doi.org/10.53977/ws.v14i1.949
https://doi.org/10.22219/progresiva.v12i02.29199

